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TRUMAN BECKWITH HOUSE (NOW HANDICRAFT CLUB) ;&;BS
-

L-PROV,

Address: 42 College Street (northeast corner College and 26-
Benefit Streets), Providence, Providence County,
Bhode Island.
PLAT 12, LOT 216

An addendum to

Beckwith House (Handicrafi Club)
42 College Streel

Providence, Rhode Islend

in HABS Catalog (1941)

Pregent Qwner Handicraft Club
and Occupant:

Present Use: Club house used for meeting rooms and studios.

Brief Stetegent  This large brick house built in 1827-1828, is an

of Significance: outstanding example of the work of the architect
John Holden Greene,

A. Physical Higtory

1. Original and subsequent owners:

1782 Oliver Bowen sells for 300°%T lawful silver money
to Jabez Bowen & certain lot of land containing
1-1/4 acres with a Dwelling House Bound: S by
College Street; W by Benefit Street; N by Fenner
and N Waterman: E by gardens of President Manning,
and is part of the estate descended to me by the
last Will and testament of my honored Uncle Daniel
Abbott, dec. . . Deed Book 21, page 331, in
Providence, Rhode Island.

1816 WILL of Jabez Bowen:. . . "also to Sarsh B, Mary,
and John D Bowen children of my son Oliver the
remainder of the land not before given awey on
College Street to bound E/ly on my son Henry's
lot, Wills Book 12, pege 12, in Providence City
Hell.

. PR o | L 1821 Mery D Bowen, singlewoman, sells for $2500 to
: . _- ' Trumen Beckwith & certain lot of land with Dwelling



TRUMAN BECKWITH HOUSE
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House on the E side of Benefit Street, bounded:

W by Benefit Street; N by Earle Pearce; £ by

John Whipple 125'; S by College Street 105!, it
being moiety of & lot of land given by my grand- '
father Jebez Bowen, dec., 1o my brother Jjohn, now
dec., to my sister Sarseh B Bowen and myself by )
his last will and testament, and divided with John
Whipple Esqg., as per deed of division. . . . Deed
Book 46, page 37, in Providence City Hall.

1828.. Truman Beclwith listed for first time as living
here, . . . Providence Directory.

1880 Property was taxed to Abby H Beckwith

1894 Property was taxed to the Beckwith Lend Company .

1925 Hendicraft Club buys the property
Date of erection: 1827-13828.
Architect: John Holden Greene.

Builder: Zacherish Chafee, brick-maker (family informs-
tion). .

Notes on alterations and additions: The house originally
hed roof and monitor balugtrades. The stables and other
appurtenances connected to the house on the east have
been remodelled for various club usas,

Sources of information: John Hubtching Cady, The Civie
and Architeciural Development of Providence ;1,626-1229
(Provigence, Rhode Island: The Book Shop, 1957}, pp.

9, 12

Antoinette Forrester Downing, Early Hgmes ¢of Rhode Islﬁ '
(Richmond, Virginias: Garrett end Massie, 1937), pp. 431,
433, 435, 437. _
Norman Morrison Isham, John Heolden Greene, unpublishe_d-
mss. in possegsion of John Hutching Cady, Providence,

" Rhode Island.

Prepared by Antoinette F. Downing and Elvirs Goﬁdey
for the Providence Preservation Socz.ety ,
December 1961,
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(NOW HANDICRAFT CLUB)
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PART II ARCHITEC iN I0N

A. General Statement

1.

2.

Architsctural character: This is a large, two-and-a-
half-story brick house with a monitor roof, built in
1872-1828, In its general form it is charecteristic of
Greene's work of this period, and the unusual motifs
and proportions of ths detall are an example of his
originelity end inventivenegs.

Condition of fabric: Good.

B. Technical Deseription of Exterior

l'

Oversll dimensions: Large restangular brick house, five
bays wide, two-and-a-half stories, faces south on hill-
gids, northeast corner of College and Benefit Streets.

Foundations: Granite, regular coursel ashlar.

Wall construction: Pressed brick walle in running bond.
Brownstone trim, painted white,

Porches: One-story, Ionic entrance porch, fluted colums
at corners, full entablature and cornice, parapet rail,

Chimneys: End chimneys, three in main block, one in wing.

Openings:
a. Doors: Fan-1it, ellipticel doors in entrance porch.

b. Windows: Six over six light double hung windows
in main block. Twelve over eight light in rear
of wing. Palladian type window over entrance porch
enframed with Cothie colonettes,

Roof':

a. Shape, covering: Hip, low menitor, shingles,

b.  Cornice: Drilled mutule cornice on mein block
with bsaded bed mold (beads not carved in rear
but only roughed out) and pendants. Wing has
molded cornice with drilied ovolo bed mold.
Originally the roof hed double balustrades.

e, Dormers: One modern dormer in rear.
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TRUMAN BECKWITH HOUSE
(NOW HANDICRAFT CLUB)
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Technicel Description of Interior

1.

Floor plans: Central hall plan, double parler with two
fireplaces on wesl, may have been two parlors originslly,
parlor on southeast , dining room on north behind cemtral
hall, kitchen and other rooms in wing to east. Plan of
second floor similar, original bedrooms now used for
workrooms and studios.

Stairways: Main steirway in entrance hall, open well,
180° curve, open string, sewn seroll step end ornements,
oval handrail scrolled around slender turnéd newel at
bottom, very slender rectangular balusters, two per step.
Back stair in wing, enclosed, U-shape with winders.

3. Flooring: Original wide board floors,

4. Wall and ceiling finish: Plaster.

9. Doors: Six-panel wood doors, sunk flat panels. Penel
moldings on doors in southeast parlor are flat bends
of reeding with corner blogcks. Deep molded door trim
vith undercut moldings, corner blocks, plinths.

6. Trim: Molded plaster ceiling cornices with deep under-
cut moldings, plaster ceiling medallions in west parlor
and dining room, peneled folding interior shutters,
paneled window aprons. Molded chair rail. S:unilar trim
on second floor, simpler in rear snd the wing

7. Hardwere: Silver plated knobs in west parlor, brass
elgewhere, ' .

g. Lighting: Electric. _

9. Heating: Centrsl. Two white marble msntels in west parlor,
Ionic pilasters in low relief. Wood mantel, apparently
later, in southwest parlor. Three fireplaces on second
floor with wood mantels.

Slte .

1. Genersl setting and orientation: House situated on smell, -
elevated lot, northeast corner College and Benefit Streets,

2. Enclosures: Hedge on eagt. Stome retaining walls on south
and west, regular coursed ashlar in large blocks on smrbh S
random on west, surmounted by open wood fence.

3. outbuildings: The original brick carriage house enti.rely S

. remodeled for club use. The Carrzage housa Jozﬁned to
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house by archway at easit, probably later then house,

Walks, driveways: Flagstone and brick walks, cobble~
stone drive.

lendseaping: Informal gardens and terraces on the sides.
Prepared by Osmund R. Overby, Architect

National Park Service
December 1961,



